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Synopsis of our 2021-23 Drought
• August 2021: Drought begins, accelerates in December 2021 

through early spring 2022
• Spring 2022: Relief for eastern two-thirds, west drought remains
• June 28, 2022: Only 31% of the state in drought
• June 11, 2022: “Flash drought” begins, rapid intensification due 

to extreme lack of rainfall, above normal temperatures, sun, and 
wind
• Mid-October 2022: Drought peaks (worst since February 2013)
• Winter-Spring 2023: I-44 divide…relief to the southeast, 

intensification to the northwest
• Summer 2023: More widespread relief, drought hanging on in far 

southwest and north central/east
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The CPC/IRI ENSO outlook sees El 
Nino continuing through the 2023-24 
winter into spring. 











Thank You!


